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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Superintendent’s Office, 
July 12, 1884 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Dear Sir 


A Topping Machine is very much needed in our Deposit Melting Room. We now use 
sledge and chisel for cutting bars. If the bar is brittle the pieces get scattered and are liable to get 
lost. We also need a new Grinding Mill, one that can be worked by hand. Now when the engine 
is topped as at present no grains can be ground and some deposits have to wait the starting of the 
engine. The present mill I think has been in use about 32 years and there are improvements in 
such mills that would be very useful. The floor & room need a general repairing. By giving this 
your early attention you will in my opinion facilitate & make efficient the work of the Room. 


Very Respectfully 
H.S. Cochran, Weigh Clerk 


